S

Society of Hospital Medicine

Hospitalists. Transforming Healthcare.
Revolutionizing Patient Care.

President
Robert Harrington, Jr., MD, SFHM
Alpharetta, Georgia

President-Elect
Brian Harte, MD, SFHM
Cleveland, Ohio

Treasurer
Patrick Torcson, MD, MMM, SFHM
Covington, Louisiana

Secretary
Danielle Scheurer, MD, MSCR, SFHM
Charleston, South Carolina

Immediate Past President
Burke T. Kealey, MD, SFHM
St. Paul, Minnesota

Board of Directors
Nasim Afsar, MD, SFHM
Los Angeles, California

Howard R. Epstein, MD, FHM
Golden Valley, Minnesota

Erin Stucky Fisher, MD, MHM
San Diego, California

Christopher Frost, MD, FHM
Franklin, Tennessee

Jeffrey J. Glasheen, MD, SFHM
Aurora, Colorado

Ron Greeno, MD, MHM
Los Angeles, California

Bradley Sharpe, MD, SFHM
Los Angeles, California

Editors

Journal of Hospital Medicine
Andrew Auerbach, MD, MPH, SFHM
San Francisco, California

The Hospitalist
Danielle Scheurer, MD, MSCR, SFHM
Charleston, South Carolina

Chief Executive Officer
Laurence D. Wellikson, MD, MHM
Dana Point, California

Ay

1500 Spring Garden Street
Suite 501 | Philadelphia, PA 19130
P: 800-843-3360 | F: 267-702-2690

January 5, 2016 www.hospitalmedicine.org

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse
U.S. Senate

530 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Bill Cassidy

U.S. Senate

703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20501

Dear Senators Cassidy and Whitehouse:

The Society of Hospital Medicine (SHM) is pleased to offer its support for S. 2141, the
Transparent Ratings on Usability and Security to Transform Information Technology Act
of 2015 (TRUST IT Act). This is critical legislation that begins to address many of the
shortcomings in the current health information technology (IT) marketplace.

SHM represents the nation’s nearly 50,000 hospitalists, who are front-line clinicians in
America’s acute care hospitals. In this role, hospitalists have many years of experience
as end users of electronic health records (EHRs) in their facilities. They are intimately
familiar with the challenges presented by current systems and have significant concerns
about the impact on patient safety and quality of care. The lack of interoperability
between EHR systems and scarcity of shared information creates significant barriers
towards efficient and effective use of this technology.

Information blocking is a major impediment to sharing best-practices between sites and
forces hospitals around the country to expend significant resources on developing their
own dashboards, workflows, and clinical decision support tools. This redundant effort is
wasting healthcare resources. This legislation should curtail this problematic behavior by
requiring vendors to attest that they do not block information sharing, and enforcing
the prohibition through fines. Improved information sharing will allow informed
decision making when purchasing EHRs and improve provider’s ability to address unsafe
errors or gaps within systems.

Use of health IT presents significant opportunity for our Nation’s healthcare system.
However, shortcomings still need to be addressed. The TRUST IT Act aims to ensure
EHRs are secure, interoperable, and usable — the foundations that are needed to
positively integrate information technology into the health care system. SHM
appreciates your leadership and commitment to addressing problems with health IT. We
look forward to working with you on this important issue.

Sincerely,

=

Robert Harrington, Jr., MD, SFHM
President, Society of Hospital Medicine




